BORODISHIN
Before he left, Li told us that the Prince had forbidden all
camel-owners to sell to us. Probably the Prince wanted us to
go back to himself. The elders had, no doubt, made him
realize that it was a mistake to lose the chance of extracting
good dollars out of us. As a matter of fact, all the Mongols
were in want of money to pay the interest that Sining exacted
on unpaid taxes.* And as they rarely had money, the foxy
Ma Shin-teh advanced it for them to the Governor. The
Governor happened, as though by chance, to be Ma Shin-
teh's son-in-law. Ma recovered usurer's interest on his money
by sending his agents to seize the Mongols* finest sheep.
Other dealers did the same and the Mongols, after bartering
their wool for an equal weight of flour—a deal in which they
were scandalously tricked—had no alternative but to lapse
into debt. It was agreed that a dollar's worth of merchandise
should be counted equivalent to one sheep. But the dollar
itself was not, of course, paid. And so, the following year, the
dealer would claim, as combined capital and interest, two
sheep for each dollar advanced. It is a typical example of the
system of penetration cherished in China.
This method of acting explains the assassination of the two
Chinese traders and the precipitation with which Outer
Mongolia seceded from China during the revolution of 1911.
And so, at the heart of Asia, where I expected to find myself
amongst poor men but free, I found economic slavery and
national antagonism as strong as in any part whatsoever of
the present-day world. At Peking the students were ready to
rise against Japan. At Sian the Nanking Government
troops were risking their lives against "Communism." In
Kansu the Tungans revolted periodically and put North-
West China to fire and sword. Now, here, it was the
exploitation of the Mongols by the Chinese.
* The annual tax of ten dollars per yurt, calculated on a basis of 3,000
sheep, 300 horses and 200 cows, must be handed over by the fifteen hundred
or so yurts in the Tsaidanx
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